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Recreational Fire 

Guidelines  

Liability for Fire Response  

In addition to all other liabilities which 

are applicable, a person who open 

burns, either with or without a permit, 

shall be personally liable to the City of 

Grants Pass for all costs incurred by the 

Fire/Rescue Bureau of the Public Safety 

Department in suppressing any fire or 

fires which are associated with open 

burning by the person. (Ord. 15-5641 

2015). 
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Grants Pass Department of Public 

Safety Fire Prevention Bureau  



Recreational Fires  

 

Recreational fires 

are allowed in the 

City of Grants Pass.  

The following regula-

tions must be fol-

lowed: 

1. Recreational fires are limited to burn-

ing of dry, seasoned wood or charcoal 

briquettes, with a total fuel area of 

three (3) feet or less in diameter and 

two (2) feet in height, for the purpose 

of cooking, pleasure or religious cere-

monies.  

2. No garbage, asphalt, petroleum prod-

ucts, paints, rubber products, tires, 

plastic, paper products, plywood, fin-

ished lumber, or particle board may 

be burned.  

3. Burning of residential yard waste in a 

recreational pit is prohibited, includ-

ing grass clippings, leaves, pine nee-

dles, and brush.  

4. Recreational fires shall be allowed 

year round EXCEPT when the Fire 

Marshal or designee determines dan-

gerous conditions exist. 

 

Recreational Fire Guidelines  

Location:  

 Recreational fires must be 25 feet away from any 

structure.  

 Recreational fire pits shall be located not less 

than ten (10) feet from adjoining property lines, 

fences, or decks with no overhead branches.  

Construction:  

 Recreational fire pits shall be constructed of con-

crete, stone, or approved non-combustible materi-

al.  

 The bottom of the pit may be of sand, or mineral 

earth.  

 The recreational fire pit shall not exceed three (3) 

feet in diameter. The depth of the pit shall be a 

minimum of four (4) inches and capable of con-

taining all burned material. (no limbs or brush 

should extend over the pit area).  

Maintenance:  

 Recreational fire pits shall be maintained in good 

condition at all 

times.  

 Fire extinguishing 

equipment such as 

buckets, shovels, or 

garden hoses shall 

be readily available 

for use at recrea-

tional fires.  

Attendance:  

 Recreational fire pits shall be con-

stantly attended by a person 

knowledgeable in the use of fire 

extinguishing equipment required 

by this section. An attendant shall 

supervise a recreational fire until 

such fire has been completely 

extinguished. 

Discontinuance:  

 The Fire Marshal or designee 

shall not approve outside burning 

on any day if he/she determines 

that low humidity, high winds, 

drought, or other weather or other 

unusual conditions exist which 

make outside burning generally, 

or at the particular time and place 

proposed, unreasonably hazard-

ous to the safety of persons or 

property. The Fire Marshal May 

disapprove outside burning on a 

day when one or more of the fol-

lowing conditions exist, or in his/

her determination will exist:  

 Temperature above 90 

degrees F.  

 Wind above 20 MPH. 

 Humidity below 30 per-

cent . 


