Historical Buildings and Sites Commission
MEETING MINUTES
August 12, 2021
5:15 pm Council Chambers
COMMISSIONERS:
Ward Warren (Chair)
Arden McConnell (Vice Chair)
Virginia Ford
Shirley Holzinger
Bill Richardson
Nathan Miller
Sandra Crowder

STAFF/LIAISON MEMBERS:
Bradley Clark – Director Community Development
Donna Rupp – Associate Planner – Absent
STAFF/LIAISON MEMBERS:
Joel King
GUESTS:
Jason Canady, Director Public Works

1. Roll Call – Chair Warren called the meeting to order at 5:25 pm.
2. Introductions
3. Public Comment: None.
4. Approval of July 8, 2021 Minutes:

MOTION
Commissioner Holzinger moved, and Commissioner McConnell seconded the motion to
approve the July 8, 2021 minutes. The vote resulted as follows: “AYES”: Chair Warren, Vice
Chair McConnell, Commissioners Ford, Miller, Richardson, Crowder and Holzinger.
“NAYS”: None. Abstain: None. Absent: None.
The motion passed.
5. Guest Presentation: Jason Canady reviewed the water treatment plant building and a
document created in 2015 covering different options that it could be used for after it is
decommissioned. He emphasized that the intake structure will remain and that the new plant
will continue to use it. The new plant will be finished and ready for use in late 2024 or early
2025, barring any unforeseen circumstances. If this timeline holds, it will be late 2024 when
they begin to really consider the future use of the historic building.
Jason continued with a discussion of the Welcome Center design options and summarized the
8/9/21 Council Workshop discussion. They will be hiring an architect and look at the interior
remodel prior to the exterior. Discussion of having porta loo available at all hours, rather than
the restrooms that are now available limited hours.
6. Action Items:
a. Edson Café hearing – 303-00111-21 continued to September at request of applicant.
b. Riverside Park Local Landmark application. Vote to recommend approval to council.
MOTION
Chair Warren moved, and Vice Chair McConnell seconded the motion to recommend to the
City Council that Riverside Park be approved and added to the City of Grants Pass local
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landmark list. The vote resulted as follows: “AYES”: Chair Warren, Vice Chair McConnell,
Commissioners Crowder, Ford, Miller, Richardson and Holzinger. “NAYS”: None. Abstain:
None. Absent: None.
The motion passed.
c. Steam Distillery Sign review Findings of Fact – 303-00114-21
MOTION
Commissioner Holzinger moved, and Chair Warren seconded the motion to approve the
Findings of Facts for the Steam Distillery Sign Review, as presented. The vote resulted as
follows: “AYES”: Chair Warren, Vice Chair McConnell, Commissioners Crowder, Ford, Miller,
Richardson and Holzinger. “NAYS”: None. Abstain: None. Absent: None.
The motion passed.
d. Caveman Bridge Local Landmark Application Findings of Fact – 303-00112-21
MOTION
Chair Warren moved, and Commissioner Holzinger seconded the motion to approve the
Findings of Facts for the Caveman Bridge Local Landmark Application, as presented. The
vote resulted as follows: “AYES”: Chair Warren, Vice Chair McConnell, Commissioners
Crowder, Ford, Miller, Richardson and Holzinger. “NAYS”: None. Abstain: None.
Absent: None.
The motion passed.
7. Matters from Commission Members and Staff:
a. Conservation District update – CC Workshop 8/16
Discussion about the eight types to include and also to be able to build one that is duplicates
their existing home. Brad is giving a presentation at the Council workshop on 8/16 and they
will vote on how to move forward from there. Ward will also be in attendance.
b. Review of National Register properties by HBSC – update by Brad.
Brad will send out specific language within the next few weeks for this proposal. There is a
matrix in the code that indicates what the HBSC reviews and these are not included in it. He is
checking with SHPO on one question regarding this proposal. If the HBSC wants to amend
the code they can put in a request for a text amendment to get it moving, and make a motion
as a recommendation to the Council.
Other:
• CLG Application update. Donna Rupp submitted application packet to Kuri Gill at SHPO in
Salem on July 1. It is still in process.
• Discussion on proposed change to G Street to make it one way with diagonal parking.
Commissioner Ford is opposed to it (she owns a building there) as well as Commissioner
Crowder who owns a business on G Street. Commissioner Crowder said she has spoken
to other business owners who are also opposed to it. It was recommended that the
Council should be informed of their views in writing.
• Discussion on Historic Landmark list. Commissioner McConnell believes there are
inaccuracies on the list as it is 40 years old. She cited Newman United Methodist Church
as an example (Staff note – it is listed on page 13-52 in the GPDC with two addresses.)
Brad committed to having the list updated prior to the next meeting.
• Commissioner Miller suggested having a ‘Welcome to the Historic District’ letter written to
handout or mail out. Something like this was done a few years ago according to another
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•

commissioner. HBSC requests a new one be drafted. Also request update on Historic
District brochure that is in the Community Development lobby.
Indian marathon marker. Commissioner McConnell thanked Chair and Councilor King for
their work on getting it installed and having the dedication. Good publicity was given to the
Historic District during the dedication.

7. Future Agenda Building for Next Meeting:
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.

Continued hearing for Edson café
National Register reviews
Conservation District Design Overlay
Local Landmarks list update
Welcome letter and brochure

8. Adjourn: 6:26 pm
Next Meeting: September 9, 2021
Summary minutes prepared by Donna Rupp, Associate Planner, Grants Pass Community Development.
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Hearing 303-00111-21 Continued, HBSC September 9, 2021

Edson Café Elevations with windows and doors
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CITY OF GRANTS PASS
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
RIVERSIDE PARK LOCAL HISTORIC LANDMARK DESIGNATION
HISTORICAL BUILDING SIGN REVIEW
FINDINGS OF FACT
Procedure Type:
Project Number:
Project Type:

Type IV-B: Historical Buildings and Sites Commission
303-00114-21
Local Historic Landmark Designation

Owner:

City of Grants Pass

Representative:

Brad Clark, Director Community Development

Property Address:
Map and Tax Lot:
Zoning:

300 E. Park Street
36-05-19-AD, TL 100 & 200
36-05-20-BC, TL 2000
R-2

Planner Assigned:

Donna Rupp

Application Received:

July 15, 2021

Application Complete:

July 16, 2021

Date of Staff Report:

August 3, 2021

Date of Hearing:

August 12, 2021

Date of Findings of Fact:

September 9, 2021

120 Day Deadline

November 13, 2021

Note: Bold Italic Text indicates text added by the Commission that was not contained in the
staff report. Strikeout Text indicates deletions made by the Commission.
I.

PROPOSAL:

The request is to designate Riverside Park as an Historic Local Landmark. Riverside Park was
established in 1906. The applicant submitted a narrative in support of the designation.
II.

AUTHORITY AND CRITERIA:

Section 2.060 7.064 and 13.442 authorize the Historical Building and Sites Commission to make
a recommendation to the City Council and authorize the City Council to make a final decision on
an application for historic designation or amendment to the historic district requiring a Type IV
procedure, in accordance with procedures of Section 2.060.
The decision must be based upon the criteria contained in Section 13.441 of the Grants Pass
Development Code (GPDC).
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III.

APPEAL PROCEDURE:

Section 10.050, City of Grants Pass Development Code, provides for an appeal of the Historical
Buildings and Sites Commission’s decision to the City Council. Based on Section 10.051, an
appeal must be filed within twelve (12) calendar days from the date the written decision is mailed.
IV.

V.

VI.

PROCEDURE:
A.

An application for a Local Landmark Designation was submitted on July 15, 2021
and deemed complete on July 16, 2021. The application was processed in
accordance with Section 2.050 of the GPDC.

B.

Public notice of the August 12, 2021 hearing of the HBSC was mailed on July 21,
2021 in accordance with Section 2.053 of the GPDC.

C.

A public hearing was held on August 12, 2021 and the HBSC voted to
recommend to the City Council to approve the Local Historic Landmark
designation with a vote of 7-0-0.

SUMMARY OF EVIDENCE:
A.

The basic facts and criteria regarding this application are contained in the original
staff report for 303-00114-21 presented at the August 12, 2021 hearing. This
report is attached as Exhibit “A” and incorporated herein.

B.

The minutes of the public hearing held by the Historical Buildings and Sites
Commission on August 12, 2021, attached as Exhibit “B” summarize the oral
testimony presented and are incorporated herein.

FINDINGS OF FACT:

The Historical Buildings and Sites Commission found that based upon the testimony given at
the public hearings and the staff reports, the proposal meets the criteria in Section 13.441 of the
GPDC based on the reasons stated in the findings included below.
VII.

GENERAL FINDINGS OF FACT:
A.

DISCUSSION:

The Riverside Park, located on the south bank of the Rogue River, near downtown Grants Pass,
Oregon, was established in 1906 and remains one of the largest public parks in the city. Nearly
twenty-five acres in size, the park is characterized by groves of mature trees, some pre-dating
the park development, large lawns used for a variety of community events and picnicking, sports
fields and rose gardens.
Several historic structures are located in the park. Throughout the park there are multiple
memorials and related features that acknowledge important individuals or events with
connections to Grants Pass and support the significant role of Riverside Park as a central
feature in the community.
The land was donated to the City by First National Bank in July 1906.
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VIII.

CONFORMANCE WITH CRITERIA:
A. Criteria for Historic Districts/Landmarks ~ Section 13.441
A Historic District, a Conservation District, and a Landmark may be recommended for
designation by the Historical Buildings and Sites Commission and designated by the City
Council, providing all the following criteria are addressed during consideration by the
review body.
Criterion 1: The designation of a District or Landmark serves the purpose of this
section.
HBSC Response: Satisfied. The purpose of Section 13.400, Historic Districts, is to
effect and accomplish the protection, enhancement and perpetuation of such
improvements which are reflective of the City’s cultural, social economic, political and
architectural history. The inclusion of Riverside Park as a Local Landmark will serve to
meet the intent of the historic preservation ordinance for the cultural impact it offers.
Criterion 2: The boundaries of a District are adequate and suitable for designation.
HBSC Response: Not Applicable. The request is for Local Landmark status of the
Caveman Bridge, rather than a new District.
Criterion 3: Consideration of the positive and negative effects of the designation upon
residents, businesses or property owners of the area.
HBSC Response: Satisfied. Riverside Park, visible to motorists, pedestrians and
boaters, represents the community’s recognition of the importance of open spaces and
recreation. Designation as a Local Landmark will have a positive impact on the character
of the City and serve to further the appreciation of the history of the area with all of the
memorials and historic sites within the park.
Criterion 4: Consideration of the historic character, value, context, and integrity of the
proposed District or Landmark.
HBSC Response: Satisfied. Riverside Park represents one aspect of the historic
character of the City, highlighting the importance of open park spaces to the City for over
100 years. The context and integrity of Riverside Park is backed by verified sources
through historical accounts and photographs.

IX.

DECISION AND SUMMARY:
The Historical Buildings and Sites Commission RECOMMENDS APPROVAL TO THE
CITY COUNCIL for the designation of Riverside Park as a Local Historic Landmark. The
vote for the recommendation was 7-0-0 with Commissioners Warren, McConnell, Miller,
Ford, Holzinger, Richardson and Crowder in favor.

X.

FINDINGS APPROVED BY THE HISTORICAL BUILDINGS AND SITES
COMMISSION, this 12th day of September, 2021.
Ward Warren, Chair
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Signs:
1) Placement shall be in appropriate
sign areas as defined by existing
architecture of the façade.
See Article 20, Figure 20-38.
2) Appropriate materials:
a) Metal, including iron, steel, brass,
copper, aluminum and others.
b) Painted metal, including powdercoated or enameled metals.
c) Wood, including painted or
natural, carved or sand-blasted.
d) Vinyl, plastics or foam and other
composite materials may be
acceptable but would require
review.
e) Glass.
3) Illumination – illuminated or nonilluminated signs may be used with
forms consistent within the district,
including exposed neon tubing and
indirect illumination.
4) Awnings and canopies may
incorporate signs and may project
over the right-of-way.
Ordinary maintenance or repair of any
exterior architectural features not
involving a change of design, material or
appearance of such feature is allowed.
Sandblasting is excluded as a method for
cleaning the exterior of buildings unless
specifically approved by the HBSC.
HBSC review is required for any planned
demolition.

CITY OF GRANTS PASS
HISTORIC DISTRICT

A guide to required reviews
within the Downtown
Historic District

Properties listed as “Opt Out” in the above
map are not part of the Historic District and
do not require review. A full size map can be
found in Section 13.400 of the Grants Pass
Development Code.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
DEPARTMENT

Revised 8/31/2021

Phone: 541-450-6060
Fax:
541-479-9218
www.grantspassoregon.gov

T/CD/Front Counter CD/Historic District
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City of Grants Pass
101 NW A St
Grants Pass Oregon 97526

The Grants Pass Historic District

consists of those blocks located between
the centerlines of SW 3rd Street and SE 8th
(SE 7th) Street and the centerlines of SE K
Street and NE D Street. The Historic
District map overlay is designated on the
Zoning District Map. The district
compliments the National Registry of
Historic Districts and protects and
enhances the City’s cultural, social,
economic, political and architectural
history of the district.

DISTRICT TYPES
There are three (3) historic type
designations:
1) Historic Districts – high
concentration of historic structures;
2) Conservation Districts – low
concentration of historic structures;
and
3) Landmarks – structures, sites or
signage of historic or architectural
significance not located within a
Historic or Conservation District.
Historic review applies to Historic and
Conservation Districts and Landmarks,
sites or signage as designated in
accordance with the Grants Pass
Development Code (GPDC).

HISTORIC BUILDINGS
AND SITES COMMISSION
The HBSC is the review authority for
items requiring approval under Section
13.400 of the GPDC. The procedures for
historic review are contained in Sections
13.430 – 13.464 of the Development Code.

ELEMENTS OF
COMPATIBILITY
The elements of compatibility criteria
provide a range of appropriate options to
meet the goals of the Historic District.
Pre-approved exterior materials:
1) Brick and stucco are the
recommended materials for building
faces, depending on the age and
design of the building.
2) Exposed brick is desirable when
possible, particularly on buildings of
the 1890-1920 period.
Materials requiring HBSC review:
1) River rock or other round rock
surfaces.
2) Corrugated metal panels, similar
metal products, corrugated
fiberglass panels or any other
material that requires corrugation,
seams or similar surface.
3) Vinyl and any form of plastics or
composite materials.
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Roofs: Pre-approved materials:
1) Wood shakes and shingles
2) Fiberglass composition (asphalt)
shingle:
a) 3-Tab
b) Architectural grade fiberglass
composition and shake/multilayer asphalt.
New additions, exterior alterations or new
construction shall be compatible with the
historic materials, features, size, scale and
proportion, and massing.
Exterior colors:
1) Shall be selected from commercially
available historical color palettes
representative of the geographic area
and correct historic era for the
building.
2) Historic white shall be selected over
modern “bright whites” and black
shall be used as a trim color only.
3) Up to five unique colors per
building, up to two for the dominate
walls and up to three for trim.
Awnings/Marquees/Canopies:
1) Awnings, marquees and canopies
shall be mounted directly to the
structure.
2) Preferred materials are canvas, metal
and/or wood depending on the age
and design of the building.
3) Vinyl and plastics are not
recommended.
4) Awnings, marquees and canopies
should be properly maintained.

Welcome Letter

August 21, 2008

Dear Property Owner and/or Business Owner,
This letter is being sent to you because your home or business building is designated as a local landmark by
the City of Grants Pass. A complete list of the local landmarks outlined in the Grants Pass Development
Code can be found on the City’s website.
Summer is coming to an end but you still may be thinking about altering your building façade, installing an
awning or putting up a sign. For those of you who are homeowners you may be thinking about making some
changes to the exterior of your home such as adding a fresh coat of paint or installing new windows. These
are all great things that keep your home and/or business looking fresh and new, and help bring in customers
and visitors to our community and help neighborhoods thrive.
Because your property is on the landmark list, any proposed exterior alterations need to be reviewed and
approved by the Historical Buildings and Sites Commission (HBSC) prior to making the changes.
Meetings of the HBSC are held monthly as needed to tend to applications, or as called by the Chairperson.
The meeting schedule is posted on the City’s website which is found at www.grantspassoregon.gov. I
encourage you to attend a meeting and see how the process works.
The Planning Division of the City’s Community Development Department can assist you with obtaining
property information, application forms, and fee schedules. You may visit the CD Department Monday
through Friday between ten (10) a.m. and noon to speak with a planner about your proposed changes and
obtaining additional information regarding applicable permits or applications required to proceed.
It is unlawful to make any changes or additions to the exterior of your building without the prior consent of
the Commission. Alterations made without proper permits or approval may result in Code Enforcement
action. Therefore, if you are planning on making changes to your home or property/business, be proactive
and pick up an application today.
The Historical Buildings and Sites Commission appreciates your cooperation in helping preserve our local
heritage and looks forward to working with you on future projects. If you have any questions, please call the
office at xxxx for assistance.
Respectfully,

Carla Angeli Paladino, Principal Planner
City of Grants Pass Community Development Department
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