Historical Buildings and Sites Commission
MEETING MINUTES
December 10,2021 at 4:00 PM
Virtual meeting via MS Teams
STAFF/LIAISON MEMBERS:
Bradley Clark - Director Community Development
Donna Rupp - Associate Planner

COMMISSIONERS:
Ward Warren (Chair)
Rob Pell (Vice Chair)
Virginia Ford
Shirley Holzinger
Arden Mcconnell
Bill Richardson
Nathan Miller

STAFF/LIAISON MEMBERS:
Vacant
GUESTS:
IVlichelle Belcher, GP Pharmacy, joined for the Local
Landmark hearing.

1.

Chair Warren called the meeting to order at 4:00 pm. All present. Commissioner
Holzinger left early.

2.

lntroductions

3.

Public Comment: None.

4.

Approval of November Minutes:

Roll Call

-

Amendments to the November minutes were as follows
Changes to October summary add in definition for the project number: ltem 5.b. that the
discussion regarding project number 303-001 07-20 (14K properties townhouse development
at 242 SW J Street) also included concern over height, size and scale of the new buildings in
comparison to the surrounding buildings'size and height.
Clarify item 5.a.: stating that the proposed new downtown plan, as presented by Jim Love,
will not result in a loss of parking downtown.
MOTION

Commissioner McConnell moved, and Commissioner Holzinger seconded the motion to
approve the November 12,2020 minutes as amended. The vote resulted as follows: "AYES":
Chair Warren, Vice Ghair Pell, Commissioners Ford, Mcconnell, Richardson, Holzinger and
Miller. "NAYS": None. Abstain: None. Absent: None.
The motion passed.

5.

Action ltems:

a.

Text Amendment to Article '13 - Elements of Compatibility Section 13.453(4), "Colors".
Discussion about historical colors and the need for more definition than what the
development code currently states. The following language was voted on, with the
requested edits highlighted in RED.
l3.45

3

Elements of Compatibilitv. These cri teria are intended to create a
range of appropriate options that will allow owners to proceed with as
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little delay as is feasible while still assuring the goals of the Historic
District are met. Elements determined to be outside these approval
criteria by the Historic Preservation Officer shall be reviewed by the
Historic Buildings and Sites Commission (HBSC).

(l)

Materials.

(2)

Roofs. ...

(3)

Additions and/or New Construction.

(4)

Colors. Paint and roof color represent highly visible elements of a building
that can either greatly enhance, or greatly detract, from historic character.
(a)

Exterior colors shall be selected from commercially available
historical color palettes representative of the geographic area and
correct historic era for the building.

(b)

Historic whites shall be selected over modem "bright" whites.

(c)

Black shall be used as a trim color only.

(d)

Neon and Day-Glo colors are not acceptable choices.

(e)

The application of up to five individual colors per building, up to two
for the predominate walls and up to three for trim is allowed.

MOTION

Chair Warren moved, and Commissioner Holzinger seconded the motion to approve the
edits to the Text Amendment to Article 13-Elements of Compatibility Section 13.453(4),
"Colors." The vote resulted as follows: "AYES": Chair Warren, Vice Chair Pell,
Commissioners Ford, McGonnel!, Richardson, Holzinger and Miller. "NAYS": None.
Abstain: None. Absent: None.
The motion passed.

b.

Findings of Fact
Commissioners reviewed Findings of Fact for the text amendments to Articles 4, 7,
and 13 from previous meeting discussions and will include the changes to the "Colors"
section just voted on.
MOTION

Gommissioner Holzinger moved, and Commissioner Mcconnellseconded the motion to
approve the Findings of Fact - CLG Articles 4, 7, & 13 Text Amendment Report #405-0012220 and include the changes just voted on regarding "Colors". The vote resulted as follows:
"AYES": Chair Warren, Vice Ghair Pell, Commissioners Ford, McGonnell, Richardson,
Holzinger and Miller. "NAYS": None. Abstain: None. Absent: None.
The motion passed.
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Not on aqenda: Chair Warren noted that in the Findings of Fact document under the
"Authority and Criteria" section, that the code in Section 4.102 needs to be updated to include
the HBSC as having authority to initiate a text amendment. Director Clark made note of that
change and will include it in the list of Development Code changes needed and tracked by
the Planning Department.

c. Grants Pass Pharmacy Local Landmark Hearing
Michelle Belcher, current owner noted the following for the staff report: Two families
have owned it. The first owners were Nan and Louis Stidham, who sold it to her
parents in 1973. They have all of the historical files from both Owl Drug and National
Drugs, dating back to the late 1800's. lt is the only locally owned pharmacy in Grants
Pass - the rest are chain stores.
d. Croxton Memorial Park Local Landmark Hearing
It was noted by Commissioner Ford (a descendant of Thomas Croxton) that a
document submitted with her application had incorrect information on the location of
the cemetery as being in the NW part of town, when it is actually NE. Because it is
listed that way on a historical document, it will not be corrected.

e. Redwood Empire Sign Local Landmark Hearing
Chair Warren noted that the effort to preserve the sign began on 2016, rather than
2017 as stated in the staff report.
The application for the Caveman Bridge to become a Local Landmark is still in process as
staff has not received a reply from the state on who can sign the application. Follow
up for next meeting.
MOTION

Chair Warren moved, and Commissioner Richardson seconded the motion to approve
adding the Grants Pass Pharmacy, Croxton Park, and the Redwood Empire Sign to the local
landmark list. The vote resulted as follows: "AYES": Chair Warren, Vice Ghair Pell,
Commissioners Ford, McConnell, Richardson and Miller. "NAYS": None. Abstain: None.
Absent; Commissioner Holzinger.
The motion passed.

f. Review of Strategic Goals. Discussion of goals as presented in packet.
Changes: for # 4, add "Continue to" update Local Landmarks. For #7, add Establish "a
plan" for a historic museum in Grants Pass. Otherwise all are acceptable.

6.

Matters from Commission Members and Staff:

a.

Local Landmark - draft letter inviting property owners to participate. Discussion about
draft presented.
Overall a positive letter. Discussion about additional overhead costs with being
designated a local landmark- there is no cost to participate in the program.
Commissioner Miller expressed concern over full disclosure of the additional costs for
owners who want to change appearance of exterior of their property. Hearing costs
and time delays are his concerns.
Commissioner McConnell requested adding "and guidance of alterations to the
exterior ofthe structure" in the fifth paragraph, in the first sentence.
Other edits to include explanation of review process and fees; attach copy of pertinent
information from Article 1 3 and the Elements of Compatibility.
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b.

c.
d.
e.

f.

7.

Discussion on who should sign the letter, and Brad (Director) and Commissioner
Warren (Chair) agreed to both sign it. And have it printed on City letterhead.
Commissioner McConnell would like to get out a copy to the Wonder Bur as soon as
possible. Donna will work on revising the draft based on this feedback.
Welcome Center - Brad updated the HBSC saying that the project has been put on
hold for now. Future modifications will come to HBSC for review, including siding and
paint color.
Historic District clean-up - Staff will keep HBSC updated on program as information
becomes available.
Cataloging of downtown murals. Brad will follow up with CoPA and get back to HBSC
with information.
County Courthouse Status - Chair Warren said he spoke to George Kramer about
having the Courthouse building getting a "Determination of Eligibility" certificate for the
National Register, which is less costly and time consuming that actually having it
place on the Register. The Commissioners all agree that this is a project that needs to
move forward.
L Street Forest Service Compound (National Registry Property) - Staff has not
received any applications for development. Will keep HBSC informed of any
applications.

Future Agenda Building for Next Meeting:

a. FoF for Local Landmarks
b. Conservation District Design Overlay

c. Update on lvluseum Subcommittee

d.
e.
8.

Plaques for Local Landmarks
Draft v.2 Local Landmark lnvite Letter

Adjourn: 5:45 pm
Next Meeting: January 14,2021

Summary minutes prepared by Donna Rupp, Associate Planner, Grants Pass Community Development.
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CITY OF GRA'VTS PASS
D EVELO PM ENT D EPARTM ENT

COMM U N ITY

GRANTS PASS PHARMACY,414 SW 6th STREET
LOCAL HISTORIC LANDMARK DESIGNATION
FINDINGS OF FACT

Procedure Type:
Project Number:
Project Type:

Type lV-B: Historical Buildings and Sites Commission

Owner:

Michael & Bonnie Maffet; Michele Belcher

Representative:

Michele Belcher

Property Address:
Map and Tax Lot:
Zoning:

414 SW 6th Street
36-05-18-DA TL 9400
Central Business District

Planner Assigned:

Donna Rupp

Application Received:
Application Complete:
Date of Staff Report:
Date of Hearing:
Date of Findings of Fact

November 16,2020
November 19,2020
December 1,2020

303-00108-20
Local Historic Landmark Designation Review

December 10,2020
January 14,2021

Note: BoId ltalic Text indicates text added by the Commission that was not contained in the
staff report. Strikeeut Text indicates deletions made by the Commission.

I.

PROPOSAL:

The request is to designate the subject property as an Historic Local Landmark. The structure
is listed as eligible/contributing in the Historic Resources Survey and lnventory of the Central
Eusrness District for the City of Grants Pass, dated August 1992. The applicant has submitted a
narrative in support of the designation.

II.

AUTHORITY:

Sections 2.060, 7.064 and 13.442 authorize the Historical Building and Sites Committee to
make a recommendation to the City Council and authorize the City Council to make a final
decision on an application for historic designation or amendment to the historic district requiring
a Type lV procedure, in accordance with procedures of Section 2.060.

!!I.

CRITERIA

The decision must be based upon the criteria contained in Section 13.441 of the Grants Pass
Development Code.
303-00108-20 - Historic Local Landmark Designation
Grants Pass Pharmacy - 414 SW 6th Street - Type lV-B, Findings of Fact
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IV.

APPEAL PROCEDURE:

The City Council's final decision may be appealed to the State Land Use Board of Appeals
(LUBA) as provided in state statutes. A notice of intent to appeal must be filed with LUBA within
21 days of the Council's written decision.

V.

VI.

VII,

PROCEDURE:

A.

An application for Local Landmark designation was submitted November '16,
2020 and deemed complete November 19,2O2O. The application was processed
in accordance with Section 2.060 of the Development Code.

B.

Public notice of the December 10,2020 hearing was mailed on November 20,
2020 and published in the local newspaper on November 23, 2020 in accordance
with Section 2.053 of the Development Code.

C.

A public hearing was held on December 10, 2020 and the HBSC voted
unanimously to approve the application.

SUMMARY OF EVIDENCE:

A.

The basic facts and criteria regarding this application are contained in the Staff
.A"
and incorporated herein.
Report, which is attached as Exhibit

B.

The minutes of the public hearing held by the Historical Buildings and Sites
Commission on December 10,2020, attached as Exhibit ?", summarize the oral
testimony presented and are hereby incorporated herein.

FINDINGS OF FACT:

The Historical Buildings and Sites Commission found that based on the testimony given at the
public hearing and staff report, the proposal meets the criteria in Section 13.441 of the
Development Code based on the reasons stated in the findings included below.

VIII. GENERAL FINDINGS OF FACT:
The subject property is listed as contributing in the H,storic Resources Survey and lnventory of
the Central Business Dlsfricf, conducted by George Kramer and Jill A. Chappel, August 1992. lt
was built prior circa 1900 in the Chicago School style.

The hrstorical significance, beyond the building itself, lies in the fact that the Grants Pass
Pharmacy has occupied the same site since 1933 and retains the historic soda fountain
installed the same year. The soda fountain is designed in the classical bar shape with
permanently mounted stools lining the perimeter. The applicant has a display of historic
pharmacy-related items along high shelves and cases. The co-owner is the second generation
pharmacist running the pharmacy, which offers a cultural touchstone for the citizens of Grants
Pass.

According to the applicant Michelle Belcher, two families have owned it. The first owners
were Nan and Louis Stidham, who sold it to her parents in 1973. The owners have all of
the historical files from both Owl Drug and National Drugs, dating back to the late 1800's.
It is the only locally owned pharmacy in Granfs Pass - the rest are chain stores.

303-00108-20 - Historic Local Landmark Designation
Grants Pass Pharmacy - 414 SW 61h Street - Type lV-B, Findings of Fact
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FINDINGS IN CONFORMANCE WITH CRITERIA:

tx.

A.

Desiqnation Criteria for Historic Districts/Landmarks

-

Section 13.441

.

A Historic District, a Conservation District, and a Landmark may be recommended for
designation by the Historical Buildings and Sites Commission and designated by the
City Council, providing all the following criteria are addressed during consideration by
the review body.
Criterion 1: The designation of a District or Landmark serves the purpose of this section.
HBSC Response: Satisfied. The purpose of Section 13.400, Historic Districts, is to
effect and accomplish the protection, enhancement and perpetuation of such
improvements which are reflective of the City's cultural, social economic, political and
architectural history. The inclusion of the Grants Pass Pharmacy and building will serve
to meet the intent ofthe historic preservation ordinance for both the cultural impact of
the business and architectural style of the building.
Criterion 2: The boundaries of a District are ad equate and suitable for designation

HBSC Response: Not Applicable. The request is for Local Landmark status ofthe
Grants Pass Pharmacy, rather than a new District. lt is located within the Downtown
Historic District.
Criterion 3: Consideration of the positive and negative effects of the designation upon
residents, businesses or property owners of the area.

HBSC Response: Satisfied. The subject property is located in the Downtown Historic
District and designation as a Local Landmark will have a positive impact on the
character of the District as a whole. The addition of the Grants Pass Pharmacy to the
Landmark List will maintain the property value and enhance the overall neighborhood.
Criterion 4 Consideration of the historic character, value, context, and integrity of the
proposed District or Landmark.

HBSC Response: Satisfied. The Grants Pass Pharmacy offers truly historic character
and value to the Downtown Historic District through the continuity of the business and
fixtures for nearly 90 years. The integrity of the Landmark is verifiable.

X.

DECISION AND SUMMARY:

The Historic Buildings and Sites Commission APPROVED the recommendation for approval of
the Historic Local Landmark request to the City Council. The vote was unanimous, 6-0, with
Commissioners Warren, Pell, Ford, McConnell, Richardson and Miller voting in favor.
Commissioner Holzinger was absent.

XI.
this

FINDINGS APPROVED BY THE HISTORICAL BUILDINGS AND SITES COMMISSION
day of January. 2021 .

14rh

Ward Warren, Chair

303-00108-20 - Historic Local Landmark Designation
Grants Pass Pharmary - 414 SW 6rh Skeet - Type lV-B, Findings of Fact
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CITY OF GRA'\TS PASS
D EVELOPM ENT D EPARTM ENT

COMM U N ITY

CROXTON MEMORIAL PARK, 1OO1 NE MEMORIAL DR.
LOCAL HISTORIC LANDMARK DESIGNATION
FINDINGS OF FAGT

Procedure Type:
Project Number:
Project Type:

Type lV-B: Historical Buildings and Sites Commission

Owner
Representative:

City of Grants Pass

Property Address:
Map and Tax Lot:
Zoning:

1001 NE Memorial Dr
36-05-08-DC TL 6900

Planner Assigned:

Donna Rupp

Application Received:
Application Complete:
Date of Staff Report:
Date of Hearing:
Date of Findings of Fact

November 16,2020
November 19,2020

303-00109-20
Local Historic Landmark Designation Review

Brad Clark, Director Community Development

R-1-6

December 1,2020
December 10,2020
January 14,2021

Note: Bold ltalic Text indicates text added by the Commission that was not contained in the
staff report. Strikeeut Text indicates deletions made by the Commission.

I.

PROPOSAL:

The request is to designate the subject property as an Historic Local Landmark. The park was
originally a pioneer cemetery, deeded to the City by Thomas Croxton, an early day Grants Pass
pioneer. lt was closed for burial in 1904 and deeded as a park in 1947. Restoration of the park
was part of the City's Bicentennial Project in 1976 to honor pioneers and recognize the historical
value of the cemetery. The applicant has submitted a narrative in support of the designation.

!I.

AUTHORITY:

Sections 2.060, 7.064 and 13.442 authorize the Historical Building and Sites Committee to
make a recommendation to the City Council and authorize the City Council to make a final
declsion on an application for historic designation or amendment to the historic district requiring
a Type lV procedure, in accordance with procedures of Section 2.060.

II!.

CRITERIA:

The decision must be based upon the criteria contained in Section 13.441 of the Grants Pass
Development Code.
303-00109-20 - Historic Local Landmark Designation
Croxton Memorial Park 1001 NE Memorial Dr. - Type IV-B, Findings of Fact
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IV.

APPEAL PROCEDURE:

The City Council's final decision may be appealed to the State Land Use Board of Appeals
(LUBA) as provided in state statutes. A notice of intent to appeal must be filed with LUBA within
21 days of the Council's wntten decision.
V.

VI.

VII.

PROCEDURE:

A.

An application for Local Landmark designation was submitted November'16,
2020 and deemed complete November 19, 2O2O. The application was processed
in accordance with Section 2.060 of the Development Code.

B.

Public notice of the December 10,2020 hearing was mailed on November 20,
2020 and published in the local newspaper on November 23,2020 in accordance
with Section 2.053 of the Development Code.

C.

A public hearing was held on December 10,2020 and the HBSC voted
unanimously to approve the application.

SUMMARY OF EVIDENCE:

A.

The basic facts and criteria regarding this application are contained in the Staff
,?" and incorporated herein.
Report, which is attached as Exhibit

B.

The minutes of the public hearing held by the Historical Buildings and Sites
Commission on December 10,2020, attached as Exhibit '8", summarize the oral
testimony presented and are hereby incorporated herein.

FINDINGS OF FACT:

The Historical Buildings and Sites Commission found that based on the testimony gtven at the
public hearing and staff report, the proposal meets the criteria in Section 13.441 of the
Development Code based on the reasons stated in the findings included below.

VIII. GENERAL FINDINGS OF FACT:
The subject property represents the founding of Grants Pass and the history of the pioneers
who settled the area. The stories told by the tombstones ("Killed by a Gtizzly") speak to the wild
nature of southern Oregon during early settlement. Originally deeded to the City by Thomas
Croxton as a cemetery, it was later dedicated as a park. His descendant, Virginia Ford, noted in
her narrative that it was given to the City in 1856; legal documents from 1957 indicate that it was
deeded to the City in his will in 1887. The application contains all of the 1957 research regarding
the legal ownership of the property. One document submitted with the application indicates
that it is located in the northwest part of town, yet it is actually in the northeast. ln lhe
intervening years it fell victim to vandalism and disrepair. ln 1961 a survey of the remaining
tombstones and gravesites was completed. After the survey the tombstones were removed and
placed in storage for protection. The Daily Courier ran a follow up article regarding the cemetery
in 1974 leading up to the Bicentennial Project. Over the years volunteers have worked to
preserve it and recognize the importance of the cemetery and park to the history of the City.

IX.

FINDINGS IN CONFORMANCE WITH CRITERIA:

A.

303-00109-20

-

Desi nation Criteria for Historic Districts/Landmarks

Historic Local Landmark Designation

Croxton [Iemorial Park 1001 NE Memorial Dr

-

-

nl

1

2

Type IV-B, Findings of Fact
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A Historic District, a Conservation District, and a Landmark may be recommended for
designation by the Historical Buildings and Sites Commission and designated by the
City Council, providing all the following criteria are addressed during consideration by
the review body.
Criterion 1: The desi gnation of a District or Landmark serves the purpose of this section
HBSC Response: Satisfied. The purpose of Section 13.400, Historic Districts, is to
effect and accomplish the protection, enhancement and perpetuation of such
improvements which are reflective of the City's cultural, social economic, political and
architectural history. The inclusion of the Croxton Memorial Park will serve to meet the
intent of the historic preservation ordinance for the cultural impact it offers.
Criterion 2: The boundaries of a District are adequate and suitable for designation

HBSC Response: Not Applicable. The request is for Local Landmark status of the
Croxton Memorial Park, rather than a new district.
Criterion 3: Consideration of the positive and negative effects of the designation upon
residents, businesses or property owners of the area.

HBSC Response: Satisfied. The subject property is located behind Lincoln Elementary
School and within a residential neighborhood. Designation as a Local Landmark will
have a positive impact on the character of the City and serve to further the appreciation
of the difficulties faced by the pioneers who settled here.
Criterion 4: Consideration of the historic character, value, context, and integrity of the
proposed District or Landmark.

HBSC Response: Satisfied. Croxton Memorial Park offers historic value to the City as
a memorial to the founders who came before. The integrity of the park is backed by
verified provenance through legal documents and newspaper accounts, as well as
descendants of Thomas Croxton.

X.

DECISION AND SUMMARY:

The Historic Buildings and Sites Commission APPROVED the recommendation for approval of
the Historic Local Landmark request to the City Council. The vote was unanimous, 6-0, with
Commissioners Warren, Pell, Ford, McConnell, Richardson and Miller voting in favor.
Commissioner Holzinger was absent.

XI.
this

FINDINGS APPROVED BY THE HISTORICAL BUILDINGS AND SITES COMMISSION
day of January, 2021.

14th

Ward Warren, Chair

- Historic Local Landmark Designation
Croxton Memorial Park 1001 NE Memorial Dr. - Type lV-B, Findings of Fact
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CITY OF GRAA'TS PASS
D EVELO PM E NT D EPARTMENT

COMM U N ITY

REDWOOD EMPIRE S!GN, HWY 99 AT CAVEMAN BRIDGE
LOCAL HISTORIC LANDMARK DESIGNATION
F!NDINGS OF FACT

Procedure Type:
Project Number:
Project Type:

Type lV-B: Historical Buildings and Sites Commission

Owner
Representative:

City of Grants Pass

Property Address:
Map and Tax Lot:
Zoning:

ln Hwy 99 ROW, next to 986 SW
General Commercial

Planner Assigned:

Donna Rupp

Application Received:
Application Complete:
Date of Staff Report:
Date of Hearing:
Date of Findings of Fact

November 16,2020
November 19,2020

303-00110-20
Local Historic Landmark Designation Review

Brad Clark, Director Community Development
6th St.

nla

December 1,2O2O
December 10,2020
January 14,2021

Note: BoId ltalic Text indicates text added by the Commission that was not contained in the
staff report. St+ke€u++ex+ indicates deletions made by the Commission.

I.

PROPOSAL:

The request is to designate the subject sign as an Historic Local Landmark. The Redwood
Empire sign was installed in 1941to promote Grants Pass as the "Northern Gateway" to the
Redwood Empire and San Francisco.. The applicant has submitted a narrative in support of the
designation.

II.

AUTHORITY:

Sections 2.060, 7.064 and 13.442 authorize the Historical Building and Sites Committee to
make a recommendation to the City Council and authorize the City Council to make a final
decision on an application for historic designation or amendment to the historic district requiring
a Type lV procedure, in accordance with procedures of Section 2.060.

II!.

GRITERIA:

The decision must be based upon the criteria contained in Section 13.441 of the Grants Pass
Development Code.

- Historic Local Landmark Designation
Redwood Empire Sign - Type lV-B, Findings of Fact

303-001 10-20

1
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IV.

APPEAL PROCEDURE:

The City Council's final decision may be appealed to the State Land Use Board of Appeals
(LUBA) as provided in state statutes. A notice of intent to appeal must be filed with LUBA within
21 days of the Council's written decision.

V.

PROCEDURE:

VI.

VII.

A.

An application for Local Landmark designation was submitted November 1 6,
2O2O and deemed complete November 19, 2020. The application was processed
in accordance with Section 2.060 of the Development Code.

B.

Public notice of the December 10,2020 hearing was mailed on November 20,
2020 and published in the local newspaper on November 23, 2020 in accordance
with Section 2.053 of the Development Code.

c.

A public hearing was held on December 10, 2020 and the HBSC voted
unanimously to approve the application.

SUMMARY OF EVIDENCE:

A.

The basic facts and criteria regarding this application are contained in the Staff
Report, which is attached as Exhibit '4" and incorporated herein.

B.

The minutes of the public hearing held by the Historical Buildings and Sites
Commission on December 10,2020, attached as Exhibit'8", summarize the oral
testimony presented and are hereby incorporated herern.

FINDINGS OF FACT:

The Historical Buildings and Sites Commission found that based on the testimony given at the
public hearing and staff report, the proposal meets the criteria in Section '13.441 of the
Development Code based on the reasons stated in the findings included below.

VIII. GENERAL FINDINGS OF FACT:
The subject sign has been in the same place since 1941 , having been erected with the support
of the Redwood Empire Association, a "highway commission" which is now defunct. A trend in
the US in the late 1930's and 1940's was to promote road trips to explore the country. Highway
commissions, including the Redwood Empire Association, strove to improve the transportation
system. Highlighting the beauty of Southern Oregon and Northern California, the Redwood
Highway quickly became popular. Prior to the interstate highway system, Highway 99 was the
only direct route from Oregon to California and the Redwoods.

A few alterations have been made to the sign in its seven plus decades, as documented in a
July 8, 2018 Daily Courier article. Those alterations included:
A bottom portion of the sign that said "San Francisco" was removed, possibly after the
completion of lnterstate 5;
The top line of the sign was changed for directional purposes from "Keep to the Right
Foi' to read "Right Lane For";
Original neon lighting was removed at some point in the past;
The background color may have been changed from brown to its current green, and
Lattice work below the sign was removed.

.
.
.
o
.

303-00110-20 - Historic Local Landmark Designation
Redwood Empire Sign - Type lV-B, Findings of Fact
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ln 2€11 2016lhe effort began to preserve the sign and restore it, rather than replace it. The sign
was refurbished and dedicated anew in [\/ay 2019. The refurbished sign includes the restored
neon lighting and retains the green background with white lettering, likely datjng to the 1960's.
Full details and background can be found in the app cation.

IX.

FINDINGS IN CONFORMANCE WITH CRITERIA:

A.

Desiqnation Criteria fqr L[staic Dlsuelq[andmarks

-

Section 13.441

A Historic District, a Conservation District, and a Landmark may be recommended for
designation by the Historical Buildings and Sites Commission and designated by the
City Council, providing all the following criteria are addressed during consideration by
the review body.
Criterion

'1:

The designation of a District or Landmark serves the purpose of this section

HBSC Response: Satisfied. The purpose of Section '13.400, Historic Districts, is to
effect and accomplish the protection, enhancement and perpetuation of such
improvements which are reflective of the City's cultural, social economic, political and
architectural history. The inclusion of the Redwood Empire Sign will serve to meet the
intent of the historic preservation ordinance for the cultural impact it offers.
Criterion 2: The boundaries of a District are adequate and suitable for designation.
HBSG Response: Not Applicable. The request is for Local Landmark status ofthe
Redwood Empire Sign, rather than a new District.
Criterion 3: Consideration of the positive and negative effects of the designation upon
residents, businesses or property owners of the area.

HBSC Response: Satisfied. The sign is prominently displayed on the north end of
Caveman Bridge, visible to all drivers and pedestrians headed south across the Rogue
River. lt is an emblem of the City and represents an era of local history. Designation as a
Local Landmark will have a positive impact on the character of the City and serve to
further the appreciation of the early days of tourism in the region.
Criterion 4: Consideration of the historic character, value, context, and integrity of the
proposed District or Landmark.

HBSC Response: Satisfied. The Redwood Empire sign represents one aspect ofthe
historic character of the City, highlighting the impact of the automobile on the growth of
the region. The context and integrity ofthe sign is backed by verified sources through
historical accounts and photographs.

X.

DECISION AND SUMMARY:

The Historic Buildings and Sites Commission APPROVED the recommendation for approval of
the Historic Local Landmark request to the City Council. The vote was unanimous, 6-0, with
Commissioners Warren, Pell, Ford, McConnell, Richardson and Miller voting in favor.
Commissioner Holzinger was absent.

- Historic Local Landmark Designation
Redwood Empire Sign - Type lV-B, Findings of Fact

303-001 10-20
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XI.
this

FINDINGS APPROVED BY THE HISTORICAL BUILDINGS AND SITES COMMISSION
day of January,2021.

14th

Ward Warren, Chair

4

303-00110-20 - Historic Local Landmark Designation
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Januarv 14, 2021 HBSC Agenda ltem 6.a.: Draft Letter v.2: lnvite to become a local landmark
Date

Property Owner
Re: Parcel Number and Address

Dear Property Owner,
The Historical Buildings and Sites Commission (HBSC) would like to invite you to consider designation ofyour
property at IIILas a Local Landmark.
A Local Landmark is a designation for any structure or site 50 years old or older, which has a special character,
value, historic or aesthetic interest, and represents the heritage of the City.

While Grants Pass has a designated Downtown Historic District, a Local Landmark can be located anywhere in the
City and is not restricted to being located within the boundaries of the Historic District.
Grants Pass is known as a City with a rich history and active citizens who work to preserve our history. Designating
new Local Landmarks enhances the character of the City and provides protections for the conservation of the
special character and historic value of your property.
Local Landmarks are protected through a review process that includes review and guidance for alterations to the

exterior of the structure. With the purpose of protecting the resources that reflect the City's cultural, social,
economic, political and architectural history, the HBSC works with property owners to conserve their properties
for increased value to both the owner and the City as a whole.
Designation of your property as a Local Landmark starts with an application to the Community Development
Department. There is no cost to the property owner to a pply for the Loca I Landmark designation. A narrative
describing the property and the history known to you, along with a few digital photos can get the process started.
Once your property is designated as a Local Landma rk, if you decide to alter the exterior of the structure, the

changes must comply with the Elements of Compatibility listed in Section 13.453 of the Grants Pass Development
Code (GPDC). (Repair and maintenance that replace the existing exterior without change, do not require review.)
This section of the GPDC is attached to this letter for your information. lf your proposed changes meet the

requirements as outlined in the Development Code, no review is required. lf your proposed changes do not follow
the Elements of Compatibility guidelines, they will have to go before the HBSC for review. The review fee for 2021
is 5221.55. An HBSC review can take between a few weeks and severalweeks, depending on when your
application is submitted. The HBSC meets the second Tuesday of each month, and materials for review must be
received at least two weeks prior to the meeting.
Please let me know if you have any further questions or would like help in starting the application process.

Sincerely,

Bradley Clark

Community Development Director
Historic Preservation Officer

Ward Wa rren
Cha ir, HBSC
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